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SUBJECT* POPfE Nikolaus - Operation "FATHER CHRISTMAS ' 



On 12 May 1948 I acoempanied POPPE te Frankfurt/Uain. 



2* First oentact was established with POPPE* s friend MENSES 
at Outleutstr 102* My presence was left unexplained te MENGES. 
POPPE satisfied himself that correspondence through MERGES bad, 
in fact, been btna fide as far as MENGES «as concerned* 



3* We proceeded with MERGES in tew to a CXC office in the 
Nerdendstr te meet, a CIO officer of MERGES' acquaintance whom 
he had taken inte ; his confidence regarding POPPE* 



4. This CIC officer, named MANNER (pronounced MATKER, ex VIENNA 
1926) then took POPPE and myself te the HQ in the IG Far bon 
building te meet the eriginater of the American enquiries re 
POPPE, one Mr. OFF IE. OFF IE's function was described te me by 
MAHNER as political adviser te General HUBNER. 



5. MANNER informed me in a private conversation that he was 
the American officer who had come te the LEMGO area to search 
for POPPE and that be had dene so on OFF IE ' a instigation* GST IK 
had painted him a picture ef operational urgency and had told 
him that he, OFFIE, had come ever from the States specially te 
deal with this business, which he, MAHNER, w«a net disposed te 
believe, knowing OFFIE f s function in FRANKFURT. MAHNER claimed 
that he deliberately laid eff the hunt once he found POPPE had 
gene te ground, as he feared that tee persistent an enquiry weuld 
alarm POPPE and drive him elsewhere. 



6* Immediately before his interview with OFFIE, POPPE displayed 
seme agitation as to hew much ho should say abeut his present 
circumstances. He asked me if he could mention that his children 
were in England, and hew he should explain my presence* He needed 
ne encouragement te say nothing te anybody about his present 
whereabout* and himself proposed that all further communications 
from the American authorities te him should be made via USLO HERFORJJ. 
I instructed him te leave all explanations involving myself, my 
unit and these taking care ef him generally, te me. 
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7* POPPS had an interview ef 20 minutea alane with 0FF1E. 

Ha rap arts that 0FF1E aaid ha had came specially frem WASHINGTON 
te daal with hia case ameng ether specif lo preblamj. OFFIE 
quest ianad him an general and perianal subject a in such a way 
that the a a qua no a af quest! ana was described by PQPPE aa "inoeherent" . 
Na definite premise was mads and nething speoif io arranged exoept 
that GFF1K wauld, at same future date, unspecified y eeamunieate 
with POPPS again via USLO. POPPS states that OFFIE said quite 
categerieally in answer ta his quest ian that State Department 
pennies ien wauld NOT be nooeaaary far POPPS ta immigrate and that 
it cduld be arranged threugh him. 

. 8. After this interview I had five minutea with Ur. OFFIE in 
the presence af POPPS and UAHNER. OFF IS inf armed me that the 
purpeee ef tha exercise was far him ta satisfy himself that POPPS 
was allvA and wall in srder ta be able ta reassure friends af 
POPFE*s in America whe were werried abeut him. He then inf armed 
me that certain Universities » unspecified, in America » wauld be 
Intereeted ta aoplay POPPS and that thia might be arranged. He 
asked me if POPPS waa, in fact, aa wall fed as ha said be was, 
as ha leaked undernourished • We arranged far further ceumunicatiens 
te be made via OSLO. OFFIE' s tana thr eugheut was p am paua ^a^d 
slightly affanaiv a. Ha was at pains ta have me in tha ream far 
as ehart a time as passible. 

9. POPPS viaved tha whale exercise with mixed feelings. On 
tha ana hand ha ie satisfied that se much treuble wauld net be 
t^ken by c err a spend ant a in America, Senier Gevernmental Officials 
1 • Frankfurt, and itinerant efficers searching far him in the; 
i'iitifh Sene unless same serieus prapasitian were in mind) as 
against which he was teld nething definite yesterday, ha was 
asked quastians, the answer ta which was evident frem tha written 
blegraphy that he submitted, and he feels that it. will prebably 
be seme menths bafere any definite affar will bo made. 
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